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Editors Note:
We thank our many contributors to this launch issue of the Dobermann of Canada. While this
Issue is produced in Canaaa, it is intended for an international audience.

Be sure to to support or aavertisers who bring you many fine proaucts and services..

With each coming issue of the Dobermann, we hope to explore the issues and concerns facing
the Dobermann community with the assistance of long time and new owners.

Breed Specific Legislation (bsl) has, and is threatening the Dobe worlawide. BSL is to be chal-
lenged in the Ontario Canada courts in May 2006. You can help the success of this historical legal
action by attending or supporting the Dog Legislation Council of Canada Bully Ball in March.
You can help help fight BSL by supporting efforts to stop such legisiation “before” it is enactea.
There are many newsgroups and soon a new international website will be available. If you need
more information, please contact us..

Don't miss Jackie Ferriers article where she shows us how to Clicker train, year round fun and
training for any dog of any age. There are some very exceptional accomplishments in the Dobe
world and clicker training is easy, accessible to all and fun for owner and dog.

In this launch issue, we bring your “Why a Dobe”.. stories by owners of who and why they got
involved with Dobes. Readers will want to follow this reqular column. “Why a Dobe” is a place for
those who are owned by a Dobes share their passion and love of their dogs We thank this issue’s
contributors who are members of the newsgroup Doberman World for sharing their dedication to
this breed.

Next issue we bring you the beginning of “A Forum of Opinion “on various topics in the Dobe
community which we hope will provoke your consideration.



THE DLCC FUNDRAISING DINNER

All proceeds from this event will go towards funding the Constitutional Challenge of the Ontario Liberal Government's

Bill 132 - a threat to dog owners of ALL breeds across Canada.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2006
6:00 - MIDNIGHT

FAIRMONT ROYAL YORK HOTEL - Toronto
Imperial Room, 100 Front Street West

6:00 - 7:00 pm
Reception/Auction Preview

7:00 - 8:00 pm
Live Auction

8:00 pm
Dinner

9:00 - Midnight
Dancing to a Live Jazz Band

Contribution to the Legal Fund:

Per person $350.00
Per couple $650.00

Tables of Eight: $2,400.00
($300 per person)

Bar Open throughout the evening
(cash after dinner)

Bids close for Silent Auction
(throughout the evening) at 11:15 pm

Please join us for a chance to mingle, dine, dance and enjoy the fun at a live
and silent auction, while helping to raise funds for an important cause.

The DLCC Fundraising Dinner is by invitation only. If you would like to attend,
please send your name and postal address to:

BullyBall@doglegislationcouncilcanada.org

Names and addresses will be used only for this event and will not be released to
other groups or mailing lists. The DLCC does not engage in mass or periodic

If you would like to donate an item for auction, please send a note to
BullyBallAuction@doglegislationcouncilcanada.org

The Dog Legislation Council of Canada is a national non-profit organisation formed to assist governments with the
promotion of responsible and accountable dog ownership, the enactment of effective and fair dog legislation, and
the implementation of educational programs on dog bite prevention. The DLCC is pleased to announce a special

fundraising event.




PERFECT DOGGY GIFT

If you’re looking for the perfect gift for that dog lover on your list,
why not a clicker and target training kit?

Clicker and target training can be great fun for dog and owner
alike, and what a great way to beat the winter blahs. You can
spend a lot or very little on a training kit, which could include a
clicker, some treats (or a recipe for treats), a treat bag, a target
stick or a home made “remote target” and maybe even a video,
book, game or instructions to teach a few tricks.

This kind of training is great for the owner who doesn’t enjoy
“traditional” training because it is more like a game of "Hot and
Cold", where owner and dog are team players and "training"
becomes fun and exploratory. It is great for people who are look-
ing for new ways to interact with their dogs, and is ideal for dogs
that thrive on mental stimulation mental stimulation.

WHAT IS A CLICKER?
A clicker is a little box that has a metal strip that, when pressed,
makes a click-click sound. When you give your dog a treat imme-
diately after clicking, and repeat this several times, your dog will
start to predict that the click sound means a food treat or some val-
ued reward will follow. Hey, your dog’s not stupid. He or she will
work hard to learn what it is that makes that click happen!

Here’s the fun part. Traditional training often begins with a cue
or command and often follows with you physically placing the
dog into the desired position or movement. Clicker training works
in the just the opposite way.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Once the association between sound with the reward is well
learned, you can “capture” something you would like to turn into
a specific behaviour. You can either wait for your dog to volun-
tarily do something, or you can create a circumstance where your
dog is likely to do something you can then shape into a specific
behaviour.

When your dog has been given the opportunity to learn that
what he is doing is predictably causing a click, he will start to do
the behaviour intentionally (its fun to see that light bulb
moment!). Its important that your timing is right here, so be pre-
pared. Have your clicker in hand ready to go.

The moment he starts to get close to what you would like to see
happen, you click. As he starts to get it, you can start to "shape"
the behaviour just a little each time, so that he must try a little bit
more, a little bit longer, higher, etc., before he gets the next click.

Once your dog is offering the desired behaviour predictably you
can then introduce the cue word just before he offers the behaviour.
Once he is doing this reliably in a variety of situations you can then
stop clicking anytime he offers the behaviour without the cue word.

Dogs who have learned how clicker training works are quite will-
ing to be creative in what they offer you. A good game for encour-
aging this in dogs who may be waiting for you to make them do
something is "101 Things to do with a Box" (see resources at te end
of this article)

Okay, how about an example you can start with?

TARGETING
One of my favourite ways to start is by teaching the dog to “target”.
In this case I mean to teach the dog to touch something with a part
of his body. The easiest way is to begin with the muzzle or the nose
since dogs naturally investigate things with their faces.

Start by making sure your dog has learned to associate the click-
er sound with food or a reward. Food is often a good choice for
teaching if you choose tasty treat that is the size of your baby fin-
ger nail and can be consumed quickly. Other forms of rewards,
such as a toy, may break the learning momentum at this stage of the
game, however can be great for reinforcement later.

You can test his association with the clicker and food by waiting
until your dog is distracted and then click. Does he immediately
respond, looking for the reward? If he responds in a few different
situations you are ready to proceed. Don’t forget to follow each
click with a reward!

During a quiet moment when your dog is hungry, place some
treats in a bowl close by, but far enough away that your dog can't
get into them. Present your free hand in front of his muzzle in a
snappy fashion approximately two inches away. Most dogs will
sniff or poke your hand out of sheer curiosity. When he does, click
at the very moment he touches it and hand him a treat. If he does-
n’t, you might try putting rubbing some interesting smell on your
hand.

Then do it again. Every time the dog touches your hand, click.
And then again. You will see that it doesn’t take very long for your
dog to figure out that when he touches your hand with his muzzle
he gets a click and a reward. Be patient - he may experiment a lit-
tle (what happens if he doesn’t touch your hand, what happens if he
barks, grabs with his teeth, what happens if he tries his other tricks
instead — or just sits there?). There is no need to force him to touch
you hand, because all this is part of the learning process. In fact

continued page 5
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Perfect doggy gift continued from page 4

don't make him touch your hand or touch your hand to his nose.
You want him to learn that only his action of touching your hand
earns the click.

Could it be as simple as that?

Well, yes and no. What your dog has learned is to touch your hand
when you present it two inches away from him! What you might
discover is that if you stand
away from him at four feet and
present your hand, you may get
a blank stare from your dog.
Well, we know what we want,
but all your dog has learned is
that when there is a hand two
inches away from him and he
touches it, a click happens. But
your dog has probably seen
you doing all sorts of incom-
prehensible things in the past,
so he really doesn't know what
you want when you stand there
waving at him from four feet
away.

Because we want to try to make sure we avoid frustration as
much as possible and keep the training game fun, it is important to
set your dog up for success. So instead of jumping from three
inches away to three feet away, let's try something like only
four inches away, then three, then seven, then two, then ten,
then five. See how the back and forth motion eventually gets
farther away? Yet each progression is only a little bit differ-
ent from what he already understands. Once he starts getting
it you can ask more challenging things of him.

We want to keep his interest level high, so try not to over-
do it. Your dog is making a significant mental effort and
should have lots of opportunities to rest. Only work for short peri-
ods of time. You might find that, with enough breaks, your dog can
spend a much greater time learning overall. A few moments later
you may start again, each time progressing a little further in a "two
steps forward, one step back" type of momentum.

If there is a pause just before he approaches you he might not
entirely sure whether what he is doing will work. If you have done
other training where you have made the dog do something, it can
be hard to be patient and let him figure it out, but give him a
chance. Sometimes waiting it out helps, as the dog decides to
chance it and see what happens. But sometimes dogs just get tired
of playing, in which case simply give him a short break. At a cer-
tain point, some dogs will not move towards your hand at all,
especially those who may be generally anxious, afraid of failing,
or who have been over corrected in the past. It’s important here to
simply move a step back and progress more slowly so he can suc-
ceed. We often push for too much, too fast and for too long.
Hesitations or refusals are not forms of disobedience but impor-

Because we want to try
to make sure we avoid
frustration as much as
possible and keep the
training game fun, it is
important to set your
dog up for success.

interest level high, so try

tant clues into the mind of your dog.

Once he is moving to touch your hand at a variety of distances
(and you can progress far more quickly once he is getting it), start
placing your hand below, above, or beside his head. Once he is
understanding this concept reliably you can try combining the two
concepts of different directions and different distances. Its always
much easier for your dog to succeed by breaking down anything
you want to teach into small segments and teaching one part at a
time.

This can actually take very little time,
even for dogs who have never experienced
this kind of training. But again, make sure
you take plenty of breaks. Not only are fre-
quent short sessions the best way to learn,
but also the best way for both dog and
owner to avoid training burnout.

INTRODUCING THE CUE

But how do I get my dog to do it when I ask,
you say? Good question. Once your dog is
predictably responding every time you pre-
sent your hand in a variety of situations, you
are ready to introduce your cue word. This
could be “Touch” or “Hand” or "Here”, or some other unique word.

Say the word immediately before presenting your hand. Don't say
it at the same time, as your dog will only pay attention to what is
most obvious at this point which is the movement. If there are no
other distractions and
he is sufficiently
motivated, he will
figure out that the cue
word predicts the pre-
sentation of your
hand. Once you see
him start perking up
and even heading over as soon as you say the cue word when you
haven't yet presented your hand, you know he is starting to learn the
cue word.

Next, try varying everything you are doing except the cue word,
so that it is only that word that he associates with his touching your
hand. Sit, stand, crouch, move into another room, walk, turn
around, say your cue loudly, say it softly, etc. Then you are ready to
start interspersing the cue with other cues he has already learned
such as sit, etc.

We want to keep his

not to overdo it.

THE BENEFITS OF TEACHING TARGETING

The fun thing about this simple exercise of touching your hand on
cue is how useful it can be. How easy it is to get your dog to jump
(hold you hand out of his reach), or to direct him to exactly the posi-
tion you would like him to be. It can be a great alternative for that
inconsistent recall you unintentionally sabotaged by scolding your
dog when he has ignored you.

It can be also good for those who have been taught to come in a

continued page 6

Page 5



Perfect doggy gift continued from page 5

very specific situation (for example, they have actually learned
that "come" means go to the back door to be let in) and don't gen-
eralize well in other situations. You can practice this command
even when your dog is sitting in front of you which is not really
possibly for a “come” command. And when your dog touches your
hand, you know he is willing to cooperate.

The clicker and the use of treats is primarily meant for teaching
and learning. When your dog has learned the command in a vari-
ety of different situations, you can stop using the clicker and start
treating intermittently. Other
rewards may be offered instead,
such as favoured toys or activities.

When you work in a situation
where the dog is highly motivated
to learn and to respond (i.e. when
hungry and offered some truly
great treats), there is no anxiety
ever associated with not “obey-
ing”. In time that positive mindset
becomes habit. He will often
respond quite joyfully even when there are few incentives
involved. Of course some dogs get so excited they will toss their
targets with joy, or grab your hand in their mouths! But once you
see that they understand what you are asking them you can stop
reinforcing these exuberant behaviors.

TARGET GISMOS
Okay, what about the target stick thingy and remote
whachmacallit?

Well, you have already taught your dog the fine art of
touching your hand, so it’s easy to start to teach him to
target other objects with the very same process. So what
is that good for?

It can often be difficult to get your dog to move away
from you, for instance. It is very handy to have him go
to his mat or bed when he is underfoot in the kitchen
when you are basting the turkey or when the doorbell
rings.

Simply teach him to touch the remote target the same way as you
taught him to target your hand. Then start slowly move it away
from you with the same back and forth momentum you used for
teaching him to touch your hand. You can start by placing the tar-
get at your feet for instance, (feel free to give him a hint the first
few times).

ike to get my dogs to run upstairs to the remote target and back
down again for my hand target for a little indoor exercise and fun
sometimes. With two people it can even be more fun. Good on
days when you might be expecting company, as a way to expend
a little energy on those indoor days or before heading out for a
leash walk.

The clicker and the
use of treats is

primarily meant for
teaching and learning.

A target stick can
be very useful for

extending your
arm, so to speak.

TEACH "GO TO YOUR MAT"
WITH THE REMOTE TARGET

The remote target makes this easy. The advantage of teaching him
to target a mat instead of going to the couch is that the mat (or old
blanket or piece of clothing) is portable. Anytime you need him to
settle down you can bring his mat with you. Handy for visiting
people around holiday time, especially if his mat is something he
associates with relaxation and comfort!

Place the remote target on his mat or bed and give
him your regular target command. Do this enough
times so that he starts second guessing where the tar-
get is and what you want of him. You can then start
asking your dog to lie down and then eventually
lengthen the time before he earns the click and
reward.

Fading out your original cue word, and introduc-
ing the new cue for the mat is the same process as
introducing a cue described previously. Simply say
the new cue before the old one, so that your dog
starts to understand that this new word is what starts this behavior
sequence. During this phase you can probably remove your remote
target.

Start to move the mat a little so that he looks for his mat and not
the place where the mat used to be, and click when he actually lies
down on it. Make sure you are only shaping or try to change one
aspect of the behaviour at a time.

WHERE ARE MY KEYS?
Want your dog to perform a party
trick? Teach your dog to target spe-
cific objects. Great for finding your
keys, (or perhaps your kids). Its
nice to be able to direct your dog to
find his kong instead of thrashing
your child’s new gift around! Teach
your dog to differentiate between
different objects such as your gloves, keys and wallet.

Dogs can learn to discriminate between different smelling
objects, too. Doing these kinds of games are mentally challenging.
Again, another great way to tire your dog before company comes
or on winter days to cold to go out.

WHAT IS A TARGET STICK FOR?

A target stick can be very useful for extending your arm, so to
speak. You can teach your dog to not just touch a target but to fol-
low a target around until you click, ending his behaviour. In this
way it’s very easy to teach your dog to “spin”.

Another handy feature of a target stick is to use it for teaching a
heel. You can position the end of the target in such a way that when
you dog touches or follows the end of the stick as you walk, your

continued page 7
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Perfect doggy gift continued from page 6

dog is in a heel position. One step at a time you can teach your dog
to stay with you, gradually lengthening the amount of time he must
walk beside you before he earns the click. Eventually you intro-
duce the heeling cue word you have chosen and fade out the target
stick by slowly shortening it until it’s gone.

THE BENEFITS OF CLICKER TRAINING
Clicker training is not magic. It only takes advantage of our natur-
al learning process. Once the dog starts to understand the concepts
of this kind of teaching, the speed of his learning will increase
tremendously. The more confidence he develops by learning new
things, the more readily he will offer behaviours on his own
because he understands the game.

The clicker and use of targets take the focus off the food, and
the dog learns to pay attention to what he is doing at the time of
the click. This helps to clarify communication and reduce uncer-
tainty, as you can "mark" the exact behaviour he is doing at the
time.

You can teach numerous behaviors, from tricks to useful activi-

Jackie Ferrier lives in
Toronto, Ontario Canada She
welcomes questions on
this or other
behaviour/training
problems or issues.

ties. It’s even possible to teach a dog to target different things with
different parts of his body, such as his paws, hips or shoulders,
which means you can start to shape many complex behaviors. The
more he has learned to do, the better he

is able to listen to what you are asking of him. And of
course,because this can be so much fun for the both of you, it also
helps to strengthen your bond.

The result of this training is that your dog will come to enjoy prob-
lem solving and interacting with you for its own sake. This means
that the training itself is reinforcing for your dog. It's a particular-
ly great method to use for a variety of dogs, especially those who
are independent or resist being forced to do anything, have less than
reliable responses, may have been over-corrected in the past, or for
any dog with anxiety or aggression issues.

For more on this training approach, Karen Pryor's book called
"Don't Shoot the Dog" is a great read. This book is great for peo-
ple who have other species as well, such as cats or horses. It is also
good for anyone who is involved in teaching humans.

Left: Lucky Ferrier
Below: Bjunis Ferrier

Web site for aggression:
http://www.k9aggression.com

Egroup:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/k9aggression-support/

continued page 8
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Perfect doggy gift continued from page 7

Videos
"Take a Bow-Wow"
"Bow-Wow Take 2"
Available to order online in Canada through http://www.cantass.com

"The How of Bow-Wow: Building, Proofing and Polishing Behaviors"
by Virginia Broitman and Sherry Lipman, http://www.dogwise.com

"Click & Go"
"Click & Fix"
Available to order online in Canada through http://www.cantass.com

"Click & Fetch"
by Dr. Deborah Jones, http://www.dogwise.com

Click and Treat Training Kit Video, Booklet & 2 clickers
By Gary Wilkes, in Canada through http://www.cantass.com

Books

"Clicking With Your Dog: Step by Step in Pictures"
by Peggy Tillman, available at http://www.amazon.ca, http://www.dog-
wise.com

"Clicker Fun: Dog Tricks and Games Using Positive Reinforcement"
by Deborah Jones, available at http://www.amazon.ca, http://www.dog-
wise.com

"Clicker Training for Obedience: Shaping Top Performance--Positively"
by Morgan Spector. For detailed instruction on using the target stick in

many kinds of advanced training for more advanced trainers. Available at

http://www.amazon.ca, http://www.dogwise.com

"Don't Shoot the Dog"

by Karen Pryor . More about the philosophy behind reinforcement for all

kinds of species. Great for a trainer who relies primarily on correction
and punishment. Available at http://www.amazon.ca, http://www.dog-
wise.com

Recipe for Treats
GormetSlueth.com
http://gourmetsleuth.com/recipe_dogbiscuit.htm

Yummy For Dogs
http://www.yummyfordogs.org/

The Well Mannered Dog
http://www.shirleychong.com/recipes.html

For those needing to work with muzzles,
try using aerosol cheese. The people who
sell Kong products also sell aerosol treat
products

http://www.kongcompany.com

Clickers

There are many places to obtain clickers
(PetSmart is selling them now)

Ordering online in Canada
http://www.cantass.com

I-click - For sounds sensitive animals and
or disabled people
http://store.yahoo.com/clickerpets/non-
ame2.html

You can even use a ball point pen for a
clicker sound, but may lack that 'oomph'’
as a gift.

Light Extenders
& Scent Sticks

For teaching dog to turn on lights or
teaching scent discrimination
http://www.takeabowwow.com/scent.html

continued page 9

To Join Internet Newsgroup dedicated to the Dobermann

To: LISTSERV@APPLE.EASE.LSOFT.COM

In the body of the message put this:

SUBSCRIBE DOBERWORLD-L yourfirstname yourlastname
Or email the list owner:: DOBE @ ASTOUND.NET for info.
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Perfect doggy gift continued from page 8

Games

101 Things to do with a Box: A Good Exercise for an
Older, Suspicious, or Previously Trained Dog
http://www.clickertraining.com/training/clicker_basics/?lo
aditem=101_w_a_box=8

(Note for editor: this is all one link and and the rest of this
catagory is a repeat of the side bar "Clicking Training
Humans":)
http://clickertraining.com/karen/articles/index.htm?load-
item=what_training_game=4=what_training_game_s

http://www.writedog.com/training-game.html

"Gena" for those just starting out in clicker training
"GenAbacab" clicker game for those with some clicker
experience

By Kay Lawrence
http://www.learningaboutdogs.com/shop/games.html

Hands free leash

Great for those teaching a heel and for those who find it
hard to resist giving the dog a leash correction.

http://www.doggonegood.com/showproduct.cfm?Product_
ID=220=44

for small dogs
http://www.doggonegood.com/showproduct.cfm?Product_
ID=223=18

http://store.yahoo.com/clickerpets/nehale.html
Teaching tricks - online information

"Trick training Corner"
http://www.takeabowwow.com/trick.html

"Fun Stuff - Cool Tricks"
By Barbara Ann Gray
http://www.shirleychong.com/keepers/archives/tricks2.txt

Teach tricks - products

"Click-A-Trick Cards for Dogs"

Includes: 9 trick cards, one instructional card, a cute dog
bone carabineer and key ring combination for holding
your clicker

http://store.yahoo.com/clickerpets/clca.html

More Information on Clicker Training

Clicker Solutions"

A web site and mailing list dedicated to helping pet owners
improve the relationship with their pets by teaching training
and management techniques which are understandable and
reinforcing to both human and animal.
http://clickersolutions.com/

KPCT
Karen Pryor's web site, lots of great information
http://www.clickertraining.com

"Clicker Training Lessons"
Website for basic training with a clicker
http://www.clickerlessons.com/

"Clicker Training Your Dog"
By Dr. Nicolas Dodman, veterinary behaviorist - over view
http://www.petplace.com/articles/artShow.asp?artID=1739

US vendor ship world wide dogwise.com

Targets
Target sticks, clear squares or standing remote targets. In
Canada clear targets
http://www.cantass.com

Extendible targets for medium and small dogs
http://store.yahoo.com/clickerpets/newextast.html

Make your own remote target:
http://www.k9aggression.com/articles/target.htm

(print and then laminate at place such as Staples, and hole
punch a corner for tying)

Recipe for treats

GormetSlueth.com
http://gourmetsleuth.com/recipe_dogbiscuit.htm

Treat bags for training
While you can place treats in a bowl near by, it helps to have
treats handy without holding on to them when there isn't that
opportunity

http://www.doggonegood.com/showproduct.cfm?Product_ID=205=48
http://petexpertise.com/dog_products/training_aids/quickdraw.htm

continued page 10
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Perfect doggy gift continued from page 9

CLICKER TRAINING HUMANS?

Take this stuff on the road this winter. How about playing a clicker training game with your family or friends during the
holidays. It can be helpful to practicing on people before you start with your dog. Its a fantastic way to develop some
empathy for your dog while having fun!

One person "shapes" the behaviour and the other performs. The performer has to experiment with all sorts of things
to determine what the shaper wants, such as waving arms around, jumping, sitting, moving around, picking objects
up, etc. The shaper (or trainer) has to click at the right time to communicate to the performer when they have done
the right thing. Let the audience provide rewards in the form of applause. The objective is to help the performer fig-
ure out what is the desired behavior.

For more details: (Note this is all one link:)
http://clickertraining.com/karen/articles/index.htm?loaditem=what_training_game=4=what_training_game_s

http://www.writedog.com/training-game.html

Or you can buy one of these two games out of the UK: Gena for beginners and Genabacab for those with some click-
er training experience. http://www.learningaboutdogs.com/shop/games.html

Home Made Frosty Paws
from the BSL Workshop Newsgroup

32 o0zs. Vanilla Yogurt

1 mashed Banana or one Large jar Baby Food FRUIT.
2 Tbls Peanut Butter

2 Tbls Honey

Melt Peanut Butter in microwave.
mix all ingredients until smooth and pour into Ice Cube Trays or Cup Cake cups. Freeze

Some sheep tending exercise
http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/sleep/sheep/

Puppy Pie

by Mary Strickney

This pie is the doggy version of Pumpkin Pie and is declared as hugely popular in the K9 crowd.
Use crushed dog biscuits for the graham cracker like crust .Mix 1/2 plain pumpkin and 1/2 puree
liver (eggs if you wish) Bake as for Pumpkin Pie until firm.

Page 10



Susan Coolen - Indiana USA

Why | have Dobermans? H'mmm now there's a complicat-
ed question. Dobers were not my dog of choice in 1985
when my then b/f's brother gave me his 5 mos old puppy.
The 17 yr old brother had gotten a Dobe with the idea of a
Big Bad Dobe. | was not pleased with the way the dog was
being treated and voiced it.

No crate training, just wait for him to eat your shoes and
SCREAM at him...."You're going to ruin that dog by scream-
ing at him ALL the time Brian" became my mantra. Shortly
after, Brian decided that "Rusty" would have a better
chance with me and | had recently put down my Afghan
Hound "Chelsea".(l had been in love with Affies since meet-
ing a pair in California owned by my Dad's cousin when |
was age 12. They don't walk...they FLOAT! So elegant!)
This pup was so confused | took to carrying him around the
house with me to instill some
confidence. | knew less than
nothing about Dobes at the time
and not much more about dog
training. But he was so
adorable....my little Bambi! |
detested the name "Rusty" and
somehow over time he became
"Russell Eugene”

....| have no idea where it came
from but it stuck and fit him per-
fectly. He had one flopped ear,
never recovered from loud voices
fear and was my dearest friend
for 8 years. | could take him out
into the front yard with me off
leash
and never worry about him wan-
dering. Leave him in the car with
the windows down and never fear
of him going anywhere. | swear he could understand any-
thing you said to him. He had the most endearing habit of
leaning over and putting his head on your shoulder whilst
sitting on the couch with you! Awwwwww He succumbed to
a re-occurring bone cancer at age 8. | took a few months to
grieve, think about a new dog. Maybe another Affie? Nope,
| was living alone by this time and the sight of a Dobe at the
door had much more effect than an Affie.

| searched the papers for another Dobe. Obviously igno-
rant of BYB etc, | thought this the only way to find another
dog. | found male #2 in the next suburb from a newspaper
ad. When | went to look at him, the house | entered smelled
horribly of urine. This woman had Cockers, Poodles,

Sharpeis and God knows what else...said she'd gotten the
pup from a friend that owed her money. His ears had just
been cropped about 2 weeks earlier. She was calling him
Schwarzkopf. | picked him up, after a week’s deliberation, on
Feb 13. My friends at work helped me name him. | thought he
was a "Rudy" so between us we came up with “Rudolph von
Heart" for his AKC papers. | was intent on having a well
behaved dog and hired a private trainer. She was a waste of
money, more often cancelled than showed up, but did teach
me one good thing: Pinch collars!

| knew the basics so continued working with him myself.
When he was about a year old, | found a Saturday am obedi-
ence class at the local Humane Needless to say he was the
star pupil and most often the "example". Another "heart dog"
that was with me for 9 years. When Rudy was about 3 yrs old,
| adopted a 7 yr old Afghan Hound
from a rescue in Michigan. This dog
had had a very stunted life and was
never a "buddy” to Rudy as | had
hoped. They were more compan-
ions than friends. | had to put Rudy
down 3 years after he developed
calcified disks due to me teaching
him to be a Frisbee King. I'll carry
the quilt of that forever. The Affie,
Lurcher, went a year after Rudy at
the approximate age of 15!

Again, | took a few months to
grieve, think about another dog. |
toyed with the idea of another
breed, but nothing fit the bill. Too
much hair to vacuum, needs
grooming, too flighty, too
small....had to be a Dobe. But this
time around | was determined to have a well bred dog whose
background would be accounted for. When | finally got seri-
ous, | started surfing the web on a mission. Lo and Behold, |
found DoberWorld (newsgroup) and the rest is history!
Everyone there helped me weed from the email offers for
pups and gave me tips about getting on breeders lists. | hand-
ed out business cards I'd printed myself at the Chicago UKC
show. One side had my contact info, the other side was what
| was looking for. It paid off when Ann White sent me an email
asking if | was still looking for a Red female. My then current
b/f drove me to their place and we picked up Katie. She's
named for Katherine Hepburn. Her paper name is Cambria's
Savy Sandia. She's by far the smartest dog I've ever owned.
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Stubborn as most Dobes are but sharp as a tack. | took her
to a basic obedience class, hoping to motivate myself into
finding an agility group/class nearby. She's fearless! When
she was about 18 mos old, | was working long hours, my vet
called to ask me about taking a male pup she'd met up with.
His owner was brother to her friend and not exactly compe-
tent due to alcohol problems. Dr Anne told me that | was "top
of the list" when she thought of Dobes. | laughed and told
her | was "top of the list" for SUCKERS, she wasn't fooling
me! Then she gave me the "l know how you care for your

dogs, how you take the time to train them" line | was falling.
Then when she came up with "Heck! If | was a Dobie I'd
want to live at YOUR house!". | knew | was a goner. | hadn't
planned on getting another dog so soon. | was actually
thinking of getting a bit smaller breed dog to keep Katie
company once she was around 2 yrs. | certainly hadn't
planned on having two Dobes! But this boy obviously need-
ed a home and | was working long hours. Katie could use
the company. After a few months of negotiating with the fam-
ily, | finally picked up "Mr Frank" in Jan of 2005. He was 7
mos old. | took Katie to meet him on neutral ground. He was
nearly as tall as her and scared to death of her! Every time
she came near for a sniff, he was off screaming! | have no
idea what might have happened to him in the past but he

really was frightened of her. He finally let her near him and
thought about playing. The previous owner's entire family was
present for this meeting. They were all quite impressed when
Katie did her play bow for "Say How do you do"! | took the boy
home and after a short while of being frightened in the house,
they played together. That night they were sleeping in the
same bed and have been best buddies ever since.

His first excursion into the yard for a romp, a friend that went
with me and | were watching him run. At 7 mos he was gan-
gly, thin, ears in all directions and had HUGE feet. My friend
commented "Look! It's Padfoot!" with a laugh. We are all huge
Harry Potter fans and so his new name became Sirius Black.
He's not the brightest bulb in the bunch but a real joy. It took
me 3 weeks to finally get him to use the dog door. He can't
ever get enough attention and does the major "wiggle butt"
routine as soon as you say his name. A very
“touchy/feely" dog. He's very timid to work with for training.
Odd things frighten him easily. As a result of this, | haven't
done too much with him outside of basics. I'm giving him this
time to be a goofy puppy and destroy my yard.

He's my big, bad, barking, burglar alarm. Katie thinks the
whole world is here to see HER! Between the two | think I've
got the perfect set! | can't imagine a life with out a DoberBrat!

Melissa Donikowski - Florida USA

I've wanted a Dobe for so long | have a hard time remem-
bering back that far. Our family used to watch the
Westminster every year on TV (we're all dog lovers) and |
practically drooled over the Dobes each time - their grace,
the rippling muscles, the intelligent look on their faces. |
remember my 12th birthday, when my mom told me to clean
my room so we could go get my birthday surprise. | envi-
sioned this cute little Dobe pup bouncing around my room
and getting into all my stuffed animals, but alas, it was a col-
lie pup that came home with us instead (I never told my mom
and step-dad that | wanted a Dobe, so the collie was to
replace my step-dad's that had died the year before). |
shelved my dream-Dobe for a while, content to collect Dobe
toys instead (and tomboy that | was, | just had to have that
Sgt. Slaughter G.I Joe with the Dobe). Once | hooked up
with my boyfriend (now hubby) and we got a place of our
own, | got books about Dobes and started reviving my
dream of owning a gorgeous black Dobe. But our first dog
ended up being a Chow/GSD mix instead, because she
needed a good home (long story). When we knew Foxy was
not going to be with us much longer (she was too dog-
aggressive to have another dog in the house), | brought up
to my hubby that we needed a Dobe once she was gone and
| joined the Doberworld newsgroup to start collecting info on
them. Foxy was with us for another year after | joined the list
(almost to the day) and went to the Bridge on October 30th,
2003, in the afternoon of the first of two night's worth of
absolutely beautiful northern lights displays (we lived in

Maine at the time and | hold

till this day that was Foxy's way of saying goodbye).
Unfortunately, when the time came our landlord wouldn't let
us have a Dobe, because of his insurance. So once again |
shelved the idea of owning a Dobe, getting a Lab from the
local rescue instead. The following summer, our landlord gave
us 30 days to move out because he was selling his rental
houses. Turns out this was a blessing in disguise, because we
packed up and moved to a house in FL where the landlord
didn't care what breed of dog we had. And so | started look-
ing for a good breeder. And that's when Cathy Camden found
me, advising the list that she had a 5 month old black male
pup that needed a home. | didn't think we were quite ready for
a Dobe (we didn't even have all our belongings down here
yet) but | was hooked - | had to have Tank! So | went up to the
2004 Nationals to pick him up and that's where things stand

Tank and Roxy
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Marie-Alice Rousselle - Louisiana USA

Back in '77, | bought a house. Nice little subdivision, nice lit-
tle house, nice little yard. Last week of August '80, a neigh-
bour, Rene, rang the door bell early on a Sunday morning.
They had a Doberman, a black male. He said a jogger had
seen a stray black Dobe a couple of blocks away, and
brought it to their house, thinking it was their Dobe. It wasn't,

but they kept him a couple of nights.
This was not easy, two males, and the
stray was not male-friendly. Saturday
they decided to bring the stray to the
local shelter, hoping an owner was
looking for him. There was no 'lost'
report. Rene suggested | go adopt him
‘'until we can find him a good home.'
Well, as | said later, 13 years later they
still had not found 'a good home,"' and
the dog was stuck with me.

We had a couple of little mixed
breeds when | was a kid, and | had
taken one of them to an obed class at
a playground when | was 12. | enjoyed
it, and even taught the dog hand sig-
nals. So that Monday | went across the
river to the
shelter, and asked to see the dog.

They brought out a smallish Dobe,
docked, but uncropped (his ears hung
very gracefully, and felt so soft). He had
a long white mismark on his chest,
which | surely didn't care about. He
seemed so sweet, that once | had met
him, and had seen those lovely eyes, |
didn't have a chance! | told the shelter
| wanted to adopt him. He had to be
cleared by the vet, and had to be
neutered.

On the trip home across the bridge,
he stood on the rear seat, with his
head on my shoulder. | was hooked.

| found a nearby vet to get the rest of
his shots - the shelter only gave rabies.
The vet did a heartworm test, and he
was positive. The shelter had said they
did not adopt out HW+ dogs. Was |
lucky enough that the shelter test
missed the microfilaria, or did they
think the dog deserved a chance and
ignored their policy? I'll never know.

I named him J.R. | was dating a guy from Dallas at the
time, and couldn't resist ribbing him with the name. And |
brought J.R. home the night you learned “who shot J.R.”

About a year later, | saw an obed class listed at one of the
local universities. So off we went. We both got hooked. At

graduation the instructor invited us to join her competition
class uptown. | told her he was not registered. She told me
about ILP #'s, and | immediately signed up!

A year later, J.R. had his CD, including a 2nd place which
was High Score Dobe in Trial and High Score Dobe in
Novice. He beat Jonathan Franklin's wonderful Dobe Helga
in Open to win the High Dobe in Trial
trophy. Jonathan was so gracious, |
never forgot how he cheered for J.R.
when he won that trophy. He joked
about J.R. winning 'Helga's trophy.'
(Helga was a fantastic obed Dobe
who had won many a High Dobe tro-
phy.) | only see Jonathan every 5 or
6 years, and he never fails to mention
J.R.

While training Open, the DPCA
Nationals were held in New Orleans,
and J.R.won his Graduate Novice
class. Our judge, the wonderful Laura
Sumers, had been interested in ILP
and rescue Dobes, and we chatted
after our class was over. Half of her
judge's report in the DPCA Pipeline
was J.R.'s story! | still have that issue
(by then | was Secretary of our local
club) and it is one of the items | take
everytime | evacuate for a hurricane.

J.R. went on to earn his CDX, and
later his CGC. By then | was instruct-
ing beginners classes for the local
SPCA and Rec Dept. About 5 years
ago, the U of New Orleans. called me
about doing an obed class. They had
not done any since a couple of years
after J.R. had 'graduated.' | had to
say 'yes,' it was closing the circle.

J.R. is now in the DPCA Album of
Titled Rescues.

J.R. picked me, | didn't pick him. |
didn't “pick” the breed. | had previous-
ly met a co-worker's male Dobie, and
contrary to all the stories I'd heard
about “mean” Dobes.He was a real
sweetheart. That was what led me to
adopt an unknown stray Dobe off the
street.

J.R. taught me everything | know
about Dobes and obedience. Because of him | joined DPCL,
and later DPCA. He was not exactly a good physical spec-
imen, but had the ultimate in the Dobe heart. He lived to
over 14.
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Geri Richman - lllinois, USA

Why | Got A Doberman - | guess, you could say | got my 1st
one by accident.

When | was growing up | always wanted a large dog. Back
in the 60’s and 70’s;
German Shepherds were
THE BREED.
Unfortunately, | lived in a
very small, 3 room, 3rd
floor flat. When | was
ready to get a pup |
looked at a 4 mo old GSD
(already 45 pounds) and a
5 wk old Baseniji (barely
4pounds); | got the
Basenji. That was 1969.
Then in 1988 | moved
from Chicago to a house
in the then smaller com-

munity of Gurnee with my small pack of Basenjis. Every night
| would watch as my neighbour took her beautiful red Dobe
for a walk around her block and mine. Being German bred
she was wary about making friends. As | got to know her bet-
ter; she accepted me into her pack. A number of years later
Sandy bred her and asked if | would like a pup. Being foolish,
| said no; since | still had my Basenjis. Life went on and 4
years later she bred Kayla, the black girl that she had kept out
of that litter. Sandy asked if | wanted to be present at the
whelping and if | would like to help socialize the new babies;
| agreed.

On Aug 11,1994 | got a phone call at 3 am telling me the
pups were about to be born so off | went to help. Number 5
arrived vocally (he cried for 40 min) and was instantly nick-
named Screamer. From the moment Screamer could walk;
he would move towards the sound of my voice.

If I happened to be over while the pups were playing in the

Screamer became “Tristan” U-CD U-AG1 Melstar Causing A
Commotion CDX, OA, OAJ, OAC, OGC, OJC, TT, TDI, WAC
(Tristan 8/11/94 - 7/31/2005) and my heart dog. Tristan loved
Halloween.

Over the years he was a pig, clown, spider and cow. He
never grew tired of wearing his costumes and if | left them out
he would whine and fuss until | dressed him. He was my will-
ing partner whether we did
obedience, agility or pet thera-
py activities. He struggled with
wobblers disease the last 2
years of his life with dignity
and grace; and when he left
he took a big piece of my
heart with him. His legacy is
that | will never be without
another Doberman. | am
proudly owned by his niece
Melstar Dare To Dream v acex
“Sera” and my new baby boy
Smack Dabs Shining Black
Knight “Ryder”.
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Robert Blakely - .USA

Why | prefer Dobermans - | have owned dogs all my adult at the gate and not come in until the owner had put the dogs
life and, during my childhood, | remember that we had a dog up.l found the address, stood at the gate and called.
around the house all the time. One that stayed longest, was Immediately there appeared a female Doberman who was
a large terrier with a circular black spot on the center of his certain that | was not going to come into that yard. She roared
back. His name was Napoleon Bonaparte (Nappy) and he in my direction and | was disinclined to ignore her warnings. |
earned his time with us by being friendly and devoted to the waited. Soon enough the owner appeared and put the moth-
children. Later in my life | (and my children) accepted near- er away (protesting) and released the puppies.
ly every dog that would come home for a meal. There were They milled about my feet and wandered about, nuzzling
shepherd mixes and feisty terriers. They would come and the empty food bowl in hopes there might be some unexpect-
stay and then disappear. They were not allowed inside the ed afternoon tidbit to enjoy. One toddled over and almost
house and they were subject to rather whimsical roaming bumped into my foot. The tiny animal stopped, sat back on her
about the county haunches and looked
until animal control up at me without a hint
picked them up or of fear. | regarded her
they found a better careful and saw a
home. black and rust tiny
The first dog | ever beauty with natural
purchased was a ears and a docked tail.
Doberman. | had an She was barely a foot
itch for the breed long and seemed to
because | had been represent all the inno-
impressed with a cence of children.
friend’s Doberman. There was an unre-
She seemed strong served trust on her
and intelligent and face as she regarded
intensely dedicated me with those lovely
to him. | wanted a brown eyes. “I'll take
dog that looked big, this one”, | said while
intelligent, sober, the owner was trying to
and worthy of fshepherd more pups in
respect. | set about my direction.
to make that dream “That'll be $100.00
come true. | found an and | think you picked
ad in the city news- a good one,” said the
paper that promised woman and | reached
to sell me a “full down and picked up
bred” Doberman for my new Doberman
the round sum of and looked closely at
$100. A phone call her face. One handed,
for directions and off | pulled out my wallet
| went with $100 and fumbled out two
burning a hole in my $50.00 bills that had
pocket and absolute- been there only 18
ly no justification for hours or so. “Write your
what | was about to address on this piece
do other than it of paper and I'll send
seemed like a good idea. you the papers on her once | get them from the AKC”

My life seems to lurch and veer in unexpected ways.lt | did as instructed and walked toward the gate and my car
makes predicting my future difficult so | have decided that with my precious bundle resting in my right hand and paws
doing the next right things is reason enough to set off on a upon my shoulder. “Good girl,” | breathed to the listening ear.
tangent. The Doberman lady’s yard was fenced with 8 foot “We are going to be friends, you and |, and we are going to
cyclone fencing and | had been instructed to shout for help grow up together.” She seemed to know something was afoot
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and appeared unconcerned that | was taking her away from
the only mother, the only family she had ever known. |
prayed she would understand that better things were com-
ing. That she was at the gateway to a good life with a devot-
ed friend; that the two of us together would be better than
the sum of the parts.

I named her Brunhilda, Bruny for short. She grew up in my
home and grew to know me better than most humans. |
remember being

the body ripples with bulging muscles tightly covered with
silky skin and thin fur. Dobermans are likely to stare straight
at humans they don’t know and the stare carries a measure
of malice.

My experience is that once that ominous crust is broken
through the dog beneath is pure gold. It's an illusion, a fable,
a misunderstanding; Dobermans are gifted with a joy of life
that brightens the days of the owner and lifts the spirit of the
family. Dobermans are

delighted at the wonder-
ful sense of humor she
had and the incredible
devotion to being my
friend, my confident and
my protector. She took it
upon herself to keep me
safe from any perceived
threat  but readily
accepted people that |
vouched for. She was
polite around other dogs
and accepted cats as
friends  and even
equals. She learned that
cats were legitimate ani-
mals when a small black
kitten appeared at our
door and we took it in.
The two of them made a |
splendid team and they |

only really happy when
they are in direct contact
with their master or a
member of the family.
1 They will insist on follow-
ing their human leader to
the ends of the earth;
even to the bathroom
where space sometimes
becomes a problem that
did not exist BD (before
Doberman). Well-trained
Dobermans are a joy to
be with and training
| them is especially
| rewarding because they
are such an intelligent
animals and ever so
anxious to please.

As said, Dobermans
have a delicious sense

became the “duty fur-
ball” in the house while they grew up. Neither had any desire
to hurt the other and (despite the impressive teeth and
claws) they always ended their battles on good terms. |
learned from that experience
that the noise of battle may be
much more fearsome than the
results. It is a lesson that |
remember today as my three
dogs (two Dobermans and a
Chocolate Lab) hone their skills
and jostle for position by mixing
it up in a frenzied row that never
results in injury. At the end of the
fray the combatants would lie
down together and doze away the time until some new idea
set them in motion. They are a busy bunch.

Dobermans (I have learned) have much to give. They are
not ordinary dogs, they have a bit of the predator, the pre-
historic wolf perhaps, and a large measure of working dog in
their blood. They are smooth, streamlined, well-muscled and
intelligent beyond any expectations of mine. Many people’s
initial impression of a Doberman is one of some danger. The
animal is large, lean and very black. The head is huge and

of humor. If you question
that statement then talk with the owner of a young Doberman
about teaching him or her to “come”, off leash. The realiza-
tion that conformity is optional begins to shine like a light in
their eyes and they will go to any
length to make the game last as
long as possible.

| have two Dobermans today
(and a Chocolate Lab) and my
day is never dreary. They wel-
come the day by gently persuad-
ing me to wake and then they
dance with me down the hall and
patiently wait while | put on
shoes and apply a collar to the
large black guy named “Duke”. We all go outside and there
is a period of refreshment while the pent up pressures of the
night are dissipated. After that there is a small breakfast and
a nap. It is an easy life and a wonderfully rewarding one.
They are mine and in return, | am theirs. We experience our
lives together and | would not want it any other way. What
noble beasts! What courageous and beautiful beasts! They
are a pleasure to be with and they make me think that they
hold the same opinion of me. Who could ask for more.
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You have no doubt seen the warnings posted on credible websites
in the UK, the US and in other areas of Canada against travelling
to or through Ontario with your dog. This is good advice.

If your dog is one of the registered breeds described in Ontario's
amended Dog Owners' Liability Act, or if, as stated in the Act,
your dog bears a resemblance to any of those breeds, you may end
up going home with fewer friends or family members than you
had when you arrived.

Here are the prohibited breeds: American Pit Bull terrier.
American Staffordshire terrier. Staffordshire Bull terrier.

Here are some of the breeds which, if unregistered or if mixed,
could be (and have been) considered 'pit bulls' by the authorities
in Ontario.

Boxer
Boston terrier
Bull terrier
Plott Hound
Great Dane
Bullmastiff
Mastiff
Labrador retriever
Chesapeake Bay retriever
French Bulldog
Patterdale terrier
Vizsla
Rhodesian Ridgeback
Dogue de Bordeaux
Cane Corso
Dogo Argentino
Fila Brasileiro

Australian Cattle Dog

If your dog has a short coat, boxy head and is a certain
colour, he or she could be in real trouble in Ontario

If you are travelling from Manitoba on your way to Quebec or the
Maritimes, for example, you are STRONGLY ADVISED TO
BYPASS ONTARIO BY DRIVING AROUND THE BEND

THROUGH THE US for that portion of your trip. Should you find
yourself accidentally inside Ontario's border on your trip, you are
STRONGLY ADVISED TO KEEP YOUR DOG OUT OF SIGHT,
TURN AROUND AND HIGHTAIL IT DOWN TO THE STATES
IMMEDIATELY.

We are not making this up. Here is the text, verbatim, of a letter
received from Jim Bradley, Ministry of Tourism and Recreation
,9th Floor, Hearst Block, 900 Bay Street. Toronto, ON M7A 2El
Tel: (416) 326-9326 Fax: (416) 326-9338

Remember the onus is on you to prove
your dog’s breed!

M2005-5790
April 7, 2005
Dear :
Thank you for your e-mail messages about the Ontario govern-
ment's new legislation banning pit bulls. I appreciate the opportu-
nity to address your concerns, and I apologise for the delay in
responding to you.

Ontario's Public Safety Related to Dogs Statute Law Amendment
Act, 2005 became law on March 9, 2005, and it amends the Dog
Owners' Liability Act. The new legislation will come into effect on
August 29, 2005, banning pit bulls and their importation into
Ontario. The new law also places restrictions on existing pit bulls
and toughens penalties for the owners of any dog that poses a dan-
ger to the public. Pit bulls already legally resident in the province
before the date the law comes into force may remain legally in
Ontario, subject to certain conditions, such as compliance with
leash, muzzle and sterilisation requirements. Accordingly, law-
abiding owners of existing pit bulls in Ontario need not give up
their dogs.

Importing pit bulls into Ontario will be prohibited after August
29, 2005. Pit bulls not legally resident in Ontario prior to this date

continued page 18
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will be subject to seizure, and persons found to have imported a pit bull into Ontario will be in violation of the law and may be subject
to fines and/or jail. There are no exceptions for tourists, including those simply passing through Ontario with their pit bulls, apart from
a limited exception for individuals participating in a recognised dog show. You can find further information about the legislation on the

Ministry of the Attorney General's website at: www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca.

Ontario greatly values its visitors from Canada, the United States and abroad. We are proud of the many world-class tourism attrac-
tions and experiences in Ontario, and we are working hard to provide a safe and welcoming province for visitors and residents alike.
For more information on travelling in Ontario, please visit www.ontariotravel.net, or call toll free 1-800-Ontario (1-800-668-2746).

Again, thank you for advising me of your concerns, which I will share with my Cabinet colleague, the Honourable Michael Bryant,

YOU CAN HELP!

Attorney General of Ontario.

Dog Legislation Council of Canada

Jim Bradley , Minister

The first thing you can do to help is to join the Dog Legislation
Council of Canada. Please go to www.doglegislationcouncilcana-
da.org and click on Membership at the bottom of the page. Please
tell every dog owner you know about the DLCC, and ask them to
become members of the DLCC.The DLCC is an all-volunteer
organisation, and all membership fees are going towards the Bill
132 legal challenge fund. Also, as a DLCC member you receive
access to an all-members online forum where members exchange
news, information and strategies.

The Dog Legislation Council of Canada is working towards a legal
challenge of Bill 132 in conjunction with the other members of
Banned Aid.

We also have a number of events planned in the near future and
will need hands to help set up booths, and people to work the
booths and hand out information and brochures.

The DLCC has joined forces with four others - the American
Staffordshire Terrier Club of Canada, the Golden Horseshoe
American Pit Bull Terrier Club, the Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club
of Canada, and Shirley Bell of Bellcrest Boxers - as Banned Aid,
to fight BSL in Ontario.

Banned Aid has engaged Clayton Ruby as Banned Aid's legal
counsel to fight BSL on behalf of Ontario dog owners and breed-
ers at the provincial level. This fight is going to be expensive; the
early estimate for the legal challenge is $100,000.

We need your financial support to mount this battle against BSL in
Ontario and possibly establish national precedent. Every dollar
will help. There are several ways you can donate.

1. You can mail your cheque payable to the DLCC to: Cathy
Prothro, 351 Pleasant Street, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B2Y 3S4
Canada

2. For your convenience you can deposit from any bank directly
into the Banned Aid Legal Fund by depositing to: Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce, Penhorn Mall, Dartmouth, Nova
Scotia Account 00513 010 1526839

3. You can also make an online payment from your financial insti-
tution's website by sending a bill payment to treasurer @doglegisla-
tioncouncilcanada.org

4. You may prefer to donate by PAY PAL. www.doglegislation-
councilcanada.org and click on the "Donate!" link for the Pay Pal
tool.

5. Send cheques or money orders directly to Mr Ruby at the fol-
lowing address,c/o BANNED AID LEGAL CHALLENGE FUND
Ruby & Edwardh, 11 Prince Arthur Ave. Toronto, Ont. M5R1B2
416 964 9664

Thank you very much for offering to help, it's wonderful that we're
all working together to the same end.

LeeAnn O'Reily RN,PBMH

Pres.Dog Legislation Council of Canada
president@doglegislationcouncilcanada.org
www.doglegislationcouncilcanada.org
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OWNERSHIP vs GUARDIANSHIP

"It is time we demand an end to the misguided and abusive con-
cept of animal ownership. The first step on the long, but just, road
would be ending the concept of pet ownership."

Elliot Katz, President, In Defense of Animals
"In Defense of Animals, " Spring 1997.

Well, now that you have read what this organizational goal is, and,
by the way all of the other animal rights organizations have this
very same agenda on their list of goals, how do you think they are
planning on accomplishing this?

You say I am just causing undue alarm we don't have to worry,
that will never happen here? Well folks, they have already begun
their long arduous trip and the frightening part of that trip is many
are helping and supporting them, maybe even some of you are
among the supporters.

"Nonsense, no one is going to take my dogs away!" You say.

We all care about the welfare of animals, particularly our dogs,
be they top show, working or the finest of couch potatoes. But, my
friends, because of our caring for our canine friends and families
many of us have been duped into helping to take that first step into
losing our right, yes, our very right to own any dog.

Ever hear the term "guardianship” in conjunction with owning a
dog? Are you aware that two areas in this land of the free have
interchanged the term "guardianship" with "ownership".

"So, what's the big deal?" You ask. "Our dogs need to be loved
and protected and if an "owner" is found abusing or mistreating a
dog, the appropriate agency should be able to step in and confis-

cate the dog. This is only a way to assure that folks care properly for
their dog."

Well, That all sounds good, but you are 100% wrong! The sole
purpose and ultimate goal of this legislation is to deny our right to
own a dog. Sounds rather far-fetched, but true. This is the first ves-
sel to carry out the above stated plan.

"Guardianship legislation violates the United States Constitution,
in Sentell v New Orleans & Carrollton R.R., 166 U.S. 698 (1897)
it's ruled that dogs are private property. Guardianship legislation is
supported by In Defense of Animals (IDA) and other animal rights
organizations. IDA's intent is to end the concept of pet ownership
and the guardianship legislation is the first step, it clearly infringes
on the right of US citizens and someday soon this type of legisla-
tion will be constitutionally challenged. It's clear from the text of
the guardian legislation that it takes away ownership rights and any
legislative body responsible for passing this type of law is respon-
sible for the beginning to the end of domestic pet ownership"
American Canine Foundation, May 2003.

Our forefathers have given us specific rights via the U.S.
Constitution. We and our personal properties have protection and
we are afforded due process before any confiscation can be
enforced against us.

The Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution
limits the power of legislatures to regulate certain private property.
The Fourteenth Amendment provides that no state shall deprive any
person of property without due process of law, or deny any person

continued page 20
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Ownership vs Guardianship continued from page 19

the equal protection of the law, or deny any person the equal pro-
tection from the law. If an ordinance encourages arbitrary and
erratic law enforcement, or if it places unlimited discretion in the
hands of police, the law will unconstitutionally violate due
process.

It is this same equal protection clause of the United States con-

"The bottom line is that people don't have he right to manipulate
or to breed dogs and cats...If people want toys they should buy
inanimate objects. If they want companionship they should seek
it with their own kind."

Ingrid Newkirk, President

stitution that is being violated by all
breed specific legislation in the
country, but that is another article.

Once the term "guardian or
guardianship" replaces the term
owner or ownership of our dogs, we
lose our Constitutional rights. Itis as
simple as that. We will have no legal
recourse under the law to protect our
dogs from being confiscated based
on the possible whim of another.

"Let us allow the dog to disappear

from our brick and concrete jungles -

from our firesides, from the leather

nooses and chains by which we
enslave it."

John Bryant

Fettered Kindoms:

An Examination of a Changing

Ethic

PETA 1982, p. 15.

We have permitted our right to be
legislated away in San Francisco,
California and Long Island, New
York, under the guise of caring about
the welfare of dogs. The legislation
has been sugar-coated by long-
visioned radicals and we have been
short-sited into going along with it.
What would you do if you lived in
either of the above areas and a well-
meaning neighbour convinces the
authorities at large that because you
crated your dog during the day you
were being cruel? Well, dear friends,
good luck in court because you are
merely the guardian of that dog and
therefore you may not be afforded

The bottom line is that people
don't have he right to
manipulate or to breed dogs
and cats...If people want toys
they should buy inanimate
objects. If they want
companionship they should
seek it with their own kind."
Ingrid Newkirk, President
PETA, "Animals," May/June
1993

The United States Constitution
offers protection to
guardians...BUT... it relates to
guardians of people ONLY!
There are NO protective mea-
sures in place for us once we
are deemed mere guardians
over our dogs.

Jan Cooper

PETA, "Animals,” May/June 1993

The Bible states that we shall have
dominion over all animals. The dic-
tionary defines dominion as ruling
power, authority, or control. We as
owners should maintain our dominion
and ownership over our dogs. There
are laws/ordinances in existence
across the country that protect dogs
and pets so we should insist that they
are enforced rather than be titillated
into accepting the hidden agenda of
the animal rightists.

The United States Constitution
offers protection to guardians...BUT...
it relates to guardians of people
ONLY! There are NO protective mea-
sures in place for us once we are
deemed mere guardians over our
dogs.

It is time to wake up and smell the
coffee people, it is time to start paying
attention to these unfortunately wel-
comed subtle changes to any ordi-
nance or statute where you live, your
dog's life may depend on it.

(note: San Francisco and Long
Island have completed the first step by
interchanging the terms "guardian",
"guardianship" with owner and own-
ership, the next step is to remove the
words owner and ownership.)

Jan Cooper
Jjandrott@rott-n-chatter.com
www.rott-n-chatter.com (the oldest
Rottweiler website in the world!)
Original home of Dog legislation,
Rott N Poetry, Newsletter archives.
Don't forget to enter YOUR rot-

due process under the law governing private property as stated in
the United States Constitution. The courts may make a decision
that the dog would be better off in another home because you were
not a good guardian. This is the ultimate goal of the idiots that
think every animal should be free and we should all live in a great
big symbiotic society.

tweiler at www.pawvillage.com , the most data on Rottweiler
pedigrees to be found in one place in the world. If you have
questions or need help email mailto:rottweilers@pawvillage.com

"The Lord will never give us anything greater than He knows we
can bear."

continued page 21
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Ownership vs Guardianship continued from page 20

Who is this BSL fighter Jan Cooper?

From the time she could walk she always had animal 'friends' around me,
from her first dog and pet chickens which she trained as a 6 - 7 year old
to competing as a teenager in horse-shows.

Her other passion was law, but since she came from a single parent fam-
ily, money for formal education was not to be. She began her vast animal
career, learning to train sea lions, birds and being a 'back up to large cat
performances. She watched and admired great exotic trainers like Mabel
Stark, the worlds first and most foremost woman Tiger trainer and Henry
Tindle, the trainer of all of the original Chimpanzees as Cheeta in the old
Tarzan films. This was her beginning.

As marriage and her daughters took precedence of her life there was a
few short years where her life working alongside animals was void. She
returned to animals to work with the foxes and hedgehogs in the original
20th Century Fox's film Doctor Dolittle. She was also privileged to take
various reptiles and other wildlife to participate on TV programs, such as
Monty Hall's, Let's Make a Deal.

She was head keeper for the zoological collection that began the Child's
Estate Zoo in Santa Barbara, and later decided to step out in life by mak-
ing a move to Fresno, California, where she not only was a Veterinarian's
Assistant, but also was able to spend time behind the scenes at Roeding
Park Zoo. From there her life took another turn and she was contacted by
a film company that prduced many nature films for Disney Studios. She
left for location to Arizona to take on the training of dogs that were fea-
tured in a full length film for television. Two years later she returned and
bought out a local pet grooming business and turned it into a booming
success in the county. She worked with shelter dogs and had onging con-
tests and even developed a program whereby she would go into peoples
homes and assist them with behavior problems. She set up another pro-
gram similar to Tupperware parties, where she would go to a client's
home and, using their dog and her equipment and supplies, teach other
owners about their pets and how to care and groom them. This became
very popular in the local area. From there is where she just happen to
know the right people at the right time.

She had worked for a few weeks at a local pet store chain and in doing
so, discovered AWA violations. She notified the USDA APHIS VS divi-
sion and began covert actions of obtaining records etc of puppies that
were shipped across the country from mid-western states. Her willing-
ness to assist got her recognition and respect from the investigators as
they were able to successfully prosecute individuals and companies in the
pet industry. From then on she had inside information and contacts at a
federal level and her love of law and animals was about to bloom. She
soon became an employee of the USDA by being in charge of the biolog-
ical control of imported birds, which included monitoring the quarantine
facilities and perfoming necropsies as necessary. During this time many
countries had signed a treaty to protect wildlife around the world, this
became known as CITES (The Convention on International Trade of
Endangered Species). She was privilege to be asked and she joined the
US Fish & Wildlife Service, Law Enforcement Division as one of the
very first Inspectors in the US to be located at various official ports of
entry. She had the honor of training US Customs Agents and Inspectors in
wildlife laws. This became her field of expertise, plus the fact that she
was the only one of all of the original inspectors at that time that had actu-
ally had hands on experience with many of the animals on the CITES and

ESA lists. She could indentify body parts. At one time she as allowed input
into the draft of the Federal Regulations to enforce CITES.

She soon remarried but her love for dogs and animals was not to wane.
She and her husband acquired their first Doberman Pinscher and got a
taste of the dog shows. A whole new adventure. Because of her experience
in training many types of animals and now having dogs from Germany,
she and her husband I set out to assist in the formation of South Bay
Schutzhund Club. She was the assistant obedience trainer and it was a
delightful time of her life.

She soon learned that the politics of showing dogs was not for her and so
they settled to rescuing the lovely breed for many years. About this time
she transferred over to the Department of Commerce NOAA, NMFS and
became a Federal Agent, investigating civil and criminal violations of the
Marine Mammal Act and parts of the Endangered Species Act. She was
also assigned to a 7 member team Task Force in Washington, DC whose
primary function was to head off and control wildlife smuggling.

She ultimately retired from Federal Service and their next breed of choice
was the Rottweiler, a breed that upon first sight, she thought was ugly and
simply looked like a Doberman on steroids.

She had so desired to return to Schutzhund activities but was dismayed at
how the focus had changed over the years and because her underlying pas-
sion was still law, she became totally engrossed with not only the genetic
health but the legal protection of her breed. She had started a newsletter
called the Rott N Chatter and wanted to learn and educate others on any
health concerns that the Rottweiler might be predisposed to. She joined
what was then the newly formed VIN, Veterinary Information Network.
She had to be approved by the BOD and was honored that she was accept-
ed. With this newly acquired access to medical resources, she began saving
data and writing about my findings. In 1994, she produced a video about
the breed to help those that wanted a Rottweiler learn the ins and outs of
the breed.

Fast forward...She has had the honor of being awarded an Appreciation
Certificate by the ADOA. Her newsletter has been featured in a local news-
paper. Her website has been acknowledged in Dog World magazine. She
was one of the first AKC Legislative Liaisons at its inception. Her website
the oldest Rottweiler website in the world. She has the first/oldest BSL
dedication location on the internet. Sheis on the committee to approve
grants from the Rottweiler Rescue Foundation. She produced the first CGC
ever to issue the official AKC ribbons and having another breed present at
a specialty match as the strange dog. She had a segment on a live radio sta-
tion on BSL in the country and was so pleased that the APBR sponsored
every segment. She was  honored by writing the breed column in an
upcoming AKC Gazette. She is the Chairman of the ARC Legislation
Committee and am assisting with the newly formed Legislation
Committee of the USRC.

They manufactured K-9 Sulkys and she assisted in the original ARC
Carting regulations and am one of the first ARC Carting Judges...She is
thrilled to be the manager of the Rottweiler entries in the Paw Village data-
base (over 40,000 entries to date) and the preservation of the history of the
breed has also become an obsession. She has amassed tremendous
resource capabilities on pedigree research and she is quoted as saying,
“much has been freely given to me and I will always free share whatever I

”

can.

Page 21



MACAZINE
Keeping Agilify Simple and Fun

www.agilityaction.com

Now available electronically and in print
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ANNOUNCEMENT!!

Canine behaviourist and trainer, Teresa
Lewin, will be conducting a clicker train-
ing clinic for dogs in Newmarket March
25 and 26, 2006.

Day 1 -- teaching tricks and fun stuff;
training or fixing obedience and Rally
exercises, problem solving
Day 2 -- understanding dog behaviour and
communication; positive techniques for
modifying problem behaviour (over-
excitability, anxiety, fear, aggression).

Space is limited, so book your spot now!

Karin Apfel
DogSmart Training
(905) 775-9189
apfel @sympatico.ca

DOGFOLK ENTERPRISES

PROUDLY ANNOUNCES ITS NEW RELEASE

TRICKS OF THE TRADE:
FROM BEST INTENTIONS
TO BEST IN SHOW

revised edition

by PAT HASTINGS
with ERIN ANN ROUSE

If you only read one dog book this year, make it
this book! Whatever your length of time in dogs
is—beginner to seasoned—whatever discipline
you do with your dog—from good manners to
show to obedience to breeding—this book has
something for you to think about. It is well

worth buying and reading several times.
Nina Marie Sherrer
Director of Education
American Canine Education Foundation, Inc.

(In the show ring, judges assess the whole pack-
age, which is the sum of effective breeding,
evaluating, rearing, teaching, conditioning,
nutrition, grooming, care and presentation. Pat
Hastings discusses all of these elements in this
book and shares a variety of tips and tricks that
she has found useful over her long career in the
dog world. The revised edition is a significantly
enhanced resource, with expanded text, more
visuals and all-new illustrations.

192 pages) - $31.95
www.dogfolk.com or 1-800 967-3188.
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