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We welcome your pictures,
We welcome your comments, articles, brags, letters
letters, aWe welcome your comments,
letters, articles and pictures.
Opinions expressed are those
of the author and do not
necessarily reflect those
of the editors/publishers of

this publication.

Regular mail
Bev Lewis Box 1228
Bradford, ON L3Z 2B6
Tel: 905-775-6320
Bev@Foxfirepublishing.com

Editor’'s Note: For most of us in Canada and the Northern United States, it has been a long and dreary winter. Spring is
here despite the weather in some parts of the world. Articles, letters, forum of opinion, photos and stories are welcome.
Please be sure to share this spring issue with friends.

With each issue we welcome more and more contributors. A special thanks to those who contributed to this issue.

Jackie Parkin brings us, her first in a series of Disc Doggin’ articles sure to inspire you to want to take part in this sport,
which is growing in world-wide popularity. Jackie is a also promoting this sport through Southern Ontario Disc Houndz and
in that capacity, will bring us more information soon.

Be sure to read about the UofDavis test for the doggy flu,which we’ve all heard is plaguing the dog community. This

highly contagious flu will be more rapidly and more accurately diagnosed with this new test.

Lindy Martin brings us her perspective of the Christine Zink DVM seminar, “Coaching The Canine Athlete”.

Herding is becoming popular with all breeds and there are some SBTs who excel. We share the new UKC program with
you . This series will continue as well
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We live in Saint John NB, Canada where BSL isn’t a big
issue but the stereotype negatives about some breeds defi-
natly exists. When | first got Cartman from his two great
breeders Sarah and Paul Boileau in Jasper Ontario
(Cyberstaff Kennels), | wasn’t aware of Bill 132 like | am
now. Cartman is my first Staffie and first dog of my own... |
worked in a boarding kennel looking after everyone else's
pups and wanted one of my own.

| first inquired about the staffie, for their sheer loyalty and
affection towards people and their big dog personality in a
little condensed body. What bothers me is that not everyone
sees the affectionate, loving, and smart guy | have on the
end of his leash. Even though I’'m here in NB, the stereotype
label is still ridiculous!

| am constantly asked "is that a Pit bull"?

Does he bite?"

Is he friendly?"

Why would you get a dog like that now?"

Even though when people ask that his bum is wiggling off
his body to be petted.

| am very protective of "Cartie". | go to regular dog shows
with him and still have been asked "Umm you know pitbulls
aren't a registered breed eh?" | feel my blood boil through
my veins and laughed in there faces when we won a group
3rd!

This whole BSL thing has driven me to want to prove
something to the public. Cartman got his CGN (Canine
Good Neighbour) when he was 9 months old, and has grad-
uated pre novice obedience with honors. But when | walk
down the street with him in a prefect "Heel" people still cross
the road when they see us coming or grab there children
and mumble "don't go near that dog". It breaks my heart.
But when the question is asked "is he a pit bull" | am also
prepared to stand on the spot for an hour explaining the dif-
ference. And 9 times out of 10 after they have petted him for
15 minutes that person walks away, saying "he is a really

Cyberstaffs E Cartman CGN

by Lori Craft
New Brunswick, Canada

nice dog"!!

Ban the deed, not the breed!

To help fight Breed Specific Legislation
www.staffordcanada.com

A proud member of:
.Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of Canada.
Advocates for the under dog.

Dog Legislation Council of Canada.
RCCBSL.

New Brunswick AntiBSL

Send us a brag about your dog. Let the world know about your favourite com-
panion, his/her accomplishments,
cute coach potato trick or quirky behaviour. We love photos too. Why not share
your dog with the world.

Send to Bev Lewis (BevLewis @foxfirepublishing.com)
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Bellastaff
Lil Lily
of Dozer

This weekend Miss Lilly pulled the most weight she ever has...3300Ibs! Weighing in at just 35Ibs that
made this pull an amazing 94.29% of her own body weight! Her personal best! She was also able to
take the "most weight pull per pound of body weight" both days

Lily has also finished out the 2005 pulling year as the # TWO dog in the "All Others" category of the

UKC Weight Pull All-Stars. She has earned her right to be invited to the UKC Premier for the weight
pull All-Stars. “We will be going and showin' are stuff!” announces proud owner Christine Tholund.

UWPV

UWPCH
UAGII
Scrappy Doo

Scrappy has also down very well with his pulling career, he finished the 2005 year tied for 17th out of
25 dogs. Also in the "all others" category.

Anyway, we had a really fun weekend, and some quite amazing pulling. We had a little rat terrier pull

85Xher own body weight. Couple of SBT pulled | believe 60X and 55X. Really alot of fun to see those
BIG hearts in such small dogs!



Growl Class
DogSmart Training

Holland Landing, Ontario
Starting May 2nd, 2006
Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pm

$150 for 8 weeks
5 dogs maximum
first-come-first-serve

Change the attitude of behavioural-
ly challenged dogs using positive
training methods and desensitisa-
tion.

Learning techniques to reduce
stress in your dog.

Teach your dog that other dogs
(and people) can be a great thing to
have around.

Does your dog lunge, bark, snarl,
growl, snap at or raise its hackles at
other dogs?

Are you afraid to let your dog meet
other dogs because of his behav-
iour?

Is it not improving no matter what
you do?

Has your dog ever bitten another
dog?

Is there a problem with certain
people as well?

Welcomel!
Here you will get support and
understanding as well as the tools

to start changing the problem.

Contact:
Karin at apfel @ sympatico.ca

Lifestyle Dog Training

Focus! On Attention
Classes For EVERYONE who would like to
learn the key to getting their dogs attention
Puppies are encouraged to attend
All ages of dogs welcome

The Reliable Recall course
Learn why dogs don't come when called.
Learn how to change that.
Positively and without corrections

Other courses offered include:
Flyball
Musical Freestyle
Puppy Gym & Games
Disc
Obedience

Contact: Jackie at:besslin@sympatico.ca

Humane Canine Training Ltd

5 week Program
Working with dog behaviour and aggression, this
course is designed to prepare the APBT/AmStaff,
bully breed owner to complete their
Canine Good Neighbour Test

Receive a 30 page booklet with information
regarding the current breed ban, Dog Owners
Liability Act,

12 Steps to the Canine Good Neighbour Exam,
dog psychology,"What is a Dog"
by Don French and other related topics.

Cost: $225

(includes the Canine Good Neighbour Exam.)

Don French
Humane Canine Training Ltd
Toronto Ontario  416-357-0305
jotunheimdogs @yahoo.com
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Dog Legislation Council of Canada

Saturday, May 6
Harbourfront on Lake Ontario

Toronto
4:00 - 8:30 pm

featuring the

Bad Dog Band

led by well-known, footloose, frenetically, fabulous Rocker (and noted Bull breed handler)

"Wild" Bill Francis.

More info at
http://www.doglegislationcouncilcanada.org/home.html

Calling all Artists
Silent Auction
(We need items that will attract buyers)
Dog lovers in Canada are starved for dog art and just can't get enough dog-related pieces so we are ask-
ing artists and artisans for help. Pop art, fine art, photo art or folk art are all wanted. Paintings, sketch-
es, note cards, jewelry - you name it and the folks up here will buy in the name of liberating their dogs
AND because they genuinely enjoy the efforts of artists.

To make donation arrangements contact Marsha at hucklebutter@yahoo.com

All funds dedicated to the legal Challenge
May, 2006 to fight breed specific
legislation in Ontario Canada




DOGFOLK ENTERPRISES

PROUDLY ANNOUNCES ITS NEW RELEASE

TRICKS OF THE TRADE:
FROM BEST INTENTIONS
TO BEST IN SHOW

revised edition

by PAT HASTINGS
with ERIN ANN ROUSE

If you only read one dog book this year, make it this book! Whatever your length of time in
dogs is—beginner to seasoned—whatever discipline you do with your dog—from good man-
ners to show to obedience to breeding—this book has something for you to think about. It

is well worth buying and reading several times.
Nina Marie Sherrer
Director of Education
American Canine Education Foundation, Inc.

(In the show ring, judges assess the whole package, which is the sum of effective breeding,
evaluating, rearing, teaching, conditioning, nutrition, grooming, care and presentation. Pat
Hastings discusses all of these elements in this book and shares a variety of tips and tricks
that she has found useful over her long career in the dog world. The revised edition is a sig-
nificantly enhanced resource, with expanded text, more visuals and all-new illustrations.

192 pages) - $31.95
www.dogfolk.com or 1-800 967-3188.

Book Review

No one can read this book without learning something vital to their lives with dogs.

Fierce competitors and pet owner alike, will find this book to be invaluable. From basic care and teaching to choosing the
perfect puppy for “your” purposes, this books guides you simply, carefully and openly through all aspects of life with dogs.
While the show and breeding dog owner will absolutely find endless help in attaining the goal of perfect dog for breeding
and showing, the pet owner too will enjoy a better understanding and deeper respect for the breeding process.

Of the many chapters that describe in detail “how to” perhaps one of the most valuable is entitled “teaching a dog to
learn” because until a dog is able to learn, a shared life with humans is not going to succeed. “Teach instead of train” a
simple yet profound idea in dealing with dogs and one that even the most seasoned trainer often overlooks.

Grooming made easy, treats made healthy, showing made fun, day to day activities for dogs of all ages... every aspect
is addressed and explained in this revised edition of Pat Hastings book which is dedicated “with love and gratitude” to
her late husband E.R. “Bob” Hastings (1924-2002).
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LIVER BISCUITS

1 Ib of chicken or beef liver

1 cup flour

1 cup wheat flour

1 cup wheat germ

1 cup powdered dry milk

6 tablespoons margarine or shortening

1 egg
1 teaspoon brown sugar

Cook liver, puree in blender until it is a thick paste, adding water as necessary. Combine flour,
wheat flour, wheat germ, and milk. Cut in shortening. Beat sugar with egg. Stir in egg mixture. Add
water as necessary to make stiff dough. Knead on floured board. Roll out to [[%. thickness. Cut
into shapes. Bake at 325 degrees for 30 minutes on ungreased baking sheet

PEANUT BUTTER BISCUITS

2 tablespoons corn oil
1/2 cup peanut butter

1 cup water

1 cup whole wheat flour
2 cups white flour

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine oil, peanut butter, and water. Add flour 1 cup at a time, then
knead into firm dough. Roll dough into 1/4 inch thickness and cut with cookie cutters. Bake at 350
for 20 minutes.

Do You Have a Favourite Doggy Treat Recipe?

Send along a photo of your dog eating your favourite doggy

treat recipe, along with the details of the recipe and we will
publish it to share world wide.

Email to BevLewis@foxfirepublishing.com




UC Davis News

A new test that promises a speedier, more accurate diag-
nosis of a highly contagious form of influenza in dogs has
been developed by researchers at the University of
California, Davis, who say it is now available to veterinarians
throughout the state and the US.

The new test, based on polymerase chain reaction, or
PCR, technology, can provide results within 24 to 48 hours,
according to researcher Christian Leutenegger, who creat-
ed the new test at UC Davis' School of Veterinary Medicine.
With current testing techniques, it can take up to 10 days for
a diagnosis.

The University of California has applied for a patent on the
new test, which is being used today for diagnosing canine
influenza at UC Davis' Lucy Whittier Molecular and
Diagnostic Core Facility.

"By analysing the RNA collected on a swab from the dog's
throat, this test provides the quickest and most accurate test
for canine influenza now available," said Leutenegger, who
directs the diagnostic facility.

"We have alerted veterinarians throughout California and
the US that the test is available." He notes that swab sam-
plings should be taken within 72 hours after the dog exhibits
symptoms of the illness.

The real-time PCR method is an extremely sensitive test

that can detect small amounts of the virus's genetic materi-
al in the sample collected on the swab. The real-time PCR
process uses an amplification technique that multiplies the
existing DNA or RNA so that it can be identified more easi-
ly.
Prior to development of this test, veterinarians relied on
serum antibody tests to diagnose canine influenza. The
drawback of such blood tests is that they cannot detect the
disease until the dog begins to produce sufficient antibodies
to the virus, which may be several days after symptoms
appear.

Canine influenza is an upper respiratory disease, first
reported in January 2004 in racing greyhounds at a Florida
racetrack. To date, antibodies to canine influenza virus have
been detected in dogs in animal shelters, adoption groups,
pet stores, boarding kennels and veterinary clinics in 19
states.

The viral disease, which appears in mild or severe forms,
is an H3N8 type of flu that is closely related to influenza in

NEW DIAGNOSTIC TEST FOR CANINE

INFLUENZA DEVELOPED AT UC DAVIS

New dog flu test developed University of California, Davis February 2006

horses. Veterinary researchers report that it is spread much
the way other influenzas are spread -- through exposure to
droplets of fluid that are dispersed by coughing. Dogs can
also catch the virus from saliva or mucus on shared toys or
food dishes.

There is no evidence that canine influenza can be passed
to humans.

Because this virus is just now emerging, dogs have no

natural immunity to it. All dogs exposed will become infect-
ed, and about 80 percent of the infected dogs will develop
symptoms of the iliness.
Dogs with a mild case of the disease will likely have a per-
sistent cough that sometimes mimics the bacterial disease
known as "kennel cough" and may also have a thick nasal
discharge.

In more severe cases of canine influenza, dogs may devel-
op high fevers and pneumonia. The disease appears to kill 5
to 8 percent of the infected dogs.

There is currently no vaccine available for canine influen-
za; veterinarians treat infected dogs with supportive care so
that their immune systems can fight off the disease.
Antibiotics may be given to deal with secondary bacterial
infections, and fluids may be administered to prevent dehy-
dration.

More information about UC Davis' new PCR
test for canine influenza is available online at
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/vme/taq-
manservice/.

Media contact(s):
Christian Leutenegger, School of Veterinary Medicine
(530) 754-5342, cmleutenegger @ucdavis.edu

Jane Sykes, School of Veterinary Medicine
(530) 752-1393, jesykes@ucdavis.edu

Pat Bailey, UC Davis News Service
(530) 752-9843, pjbailey @ucdavis.edu



When broad sweeping breed specific legislation is proposed | always get e-mails with the following quote; "I cant believe some
of the breeds....." That means that the writer must believe that it's okay to ban some breeds, but not others. If we are going to
halt the progression of breed specific legislation, we must find that same moral outrage for any breed that is prohibited from
ownership. If we can't muster righteous indignation when our ownership rights of any breed, or mixed breed are in jeopardy, we
will surely lose.

There are still dog owners in the USA who have not even heard of breed specific legislation. There are dog owners who have
heard of BSL, but believe that it's harmless to them, if their city, county or state bans "Pit Bulls", not at all understanding that
once the public agrees to allow any breed to be prohibited from ownership, any, or all other breeds may follow.  There are no
stop-gaps to prevent the aadition of other domestic species.

Think of a room set up with an intricate domino display. The trigger domino has BSL printed on it. All of the other dominoes
have the names, of breeds, or species printed upon them. Each lead domino of each off-shoot has a civil right printed upon it
such as; Private Property Rights, Real Property Rights, Warranted Searches, Privacy, The Right to Redress of Grievances,

Speeady Trial, The Right to be Secure in One's Home, Individual Liberties. It only takes that trigger domino being pushed over,
fo utterly change our way of life.

Laws are written to control behavior. Breed specific dog laws do not control behavior, they control the ownership of property.
They also violate the constitutional right to the full use, and enjoyment of one's real property. Breed specific dog laws are
punitive. Laws themselves are not to be punitive. The punishment comes from breaking laws, and being sentenced by our judli-
cial system. BSL removes the judiciary. Laws must be reasonable. Breed specific dog laws are unreasonable, as they do not
protect the public from dogs at large.  They punish responsible dog owners who have done nothing wrong. They remove our
ownership, and use rights in what could be considered to be our most ancient traditional property, dogs.

The next time you think that you can't believe some of the breeds, please, make a conscious effort to include all of the
breeds. We have to get past the idea that some breeds of dogs are less worthy of our care, and attention.

Cherie Graves, Chairwoman
Responsible Dog Owners of the Western States
http.//www.povn.com/rdows

“I cant believe some of the breeds™ o bl S LT

htto.//www.uniteaanimalownersalliance.com

BSL56-UAOA
http.//groups.yahoo.com/group/BSL56-UAOA

Voting Dog Owners of Washington
htip.//groups.yahoo.com/group/votingdogownersofWWA
Washington Association of Responsible Dog Owner Groups
http.//groups.yahoo.com/group/WARDOG

Paragon American Stafforashire Terriers
.//users.surfl.ws/paragon

Join the project. Post photos of your Quarter Project Jar and your animals. Have fun and
’ raise money to fight BSL.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BSL56QUARTERPROJECT



MONICA SEGAL

DOG NUTRITION

Monica Segal, AHCV, is certified in Animal Health Care with studies in
animal nutrition, human nutrition, physiology, diseases and parasites,
and pet care.

She has been a regular guest on Talk 640 Radio as well as interviewed
on Breakfast Television and City TV in Canada, KFWB is Los Angeles
and other stations throughout the United States. Monica is a regular
guest on Pet Talk, hosted by Mitch Wilder.

She writes featured articles in many publications throughout North
America. Monica conducts seminars and work shops by 1nv1tat10n, hosts
an internet discussion group and has a book called '
"K9Kitchen, Your Dogs' Diet: The Truth Behind The [
Hype", published in June 2002. '

She lives in Toronto, Canada with her husband
Morley and dog, Cassie.

http://www.monicasegal.com/
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Seminar Report...

Coaching the

Canine Athlete

by Lindy Martin, Minnesota, USA

February 4 & 5, 2006
Overall, I would say that Dr Zink's message is that dogs of all ages
need strength and aerobic exercise to support their joints
whether or not they do any jumping.

Many dogs are euthanized, in their senior years due to rear end
weakness, which she says can be totally prevented with the "sit
up-stand on hind leg-sit up exercise". She also reiterated what
the many vets have said, "that laxity is more of a concern for larg-
er dogs than small ones".

The other important thing Dr Zink suggest was to avoid neu-
tering till 14 months because doing it earlier can cause a dog to
grow taller in a way that predispos-
es them to cruciate ligament tears.

The basic recommendation that
Dr Zink made was to gradually
work up to walking adult dogs at a
trotting gait at least 20 minutes,
three times weekly for aerobic exer-
cise.

She also said that any dog, even
with hip problems, should perform
a strength building exercise every
day which consists of sit, then sit
up, then stand on hind legs, then back to sit... three repetitions.
Most dogs require time to get their muscles in shape for this.

Dr. Zink recommends teaching dogs to "wave" with each front
leg, and roll over each direction, crawl, bow, and she demon-
strated techniques for stretching the spine which are difficult to
explain in words.

Puppies should not jump anything higher than the pastern for
the first year, then they can jump up to their elbow height, the at
at least 14 months of age they can start to jump full height. She
showed exercises over a series of poles on the ground at different
spacings that help the dogs figure out where their back feet are,
improve footwork for jumping, and help teach them the names

I was surprised to hear Dr
Zink's opinion that dogs can
live three or four years longer
simply by building their hip
muscles.

of each gait for correctly doing different parts of agility obstacles.

Someone asked her about a specific dog's Pennhip report show-
ing a lot of laxity and putting his jumping ability in doubt. She felt
that If there is laxity, you have to exercise and build the dog's
muscles. She thought sending the x-rays to OFA was the best
determination of hip dysplasia and that the Pennhip laxity score
might improve substantially with correct exercise on the dog.

I was surprised to hear Dr Zink's opinion that dogs can live three
or four years longer simply by building their hip muscles.
Apparently the front legs carry more weight, so dogs can rely less
on their hind legs with time. Then if this progresses long enough
people put them to sleep because
eventually they are unable to walk.
She showed photos of a dog after
getting plenty of exercise, then a
year later after the owner had an ill-
ness and couldn't walk it. The differ-
ence in the dog's conformation was
dramatic. Apparently length of
stride and posture can be very
dependent on dogs getting good
exercise.

I wasn't able to stay for the private
sessions to see if there was any more useful information on laxity
or prevention of arthritic changes of the joints

There is a book that I recommend to puppy buyers on how to
teach the strength training tricks:
http://tinyurl.com/dgf6]

Also, if you're interested in Dr Zink's work, her books are here:
http://tinyurl.com/8s920

This is not intended to be medical advise but is my experience
with the seminar. Always seek the advice of a professional.
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| was first introduced to the sport of disc dog as a competition sport
2 years ago when a friend of mine took my Border Collie “Maeve”,
to a local Skyhoundz competition. She came away with a plaque for
second place. | thought, "cool!", and decided to follow up on this
frisbee sport.

Of course, I'd played frisbee with my dogs for years. Just for fun
and exercise. And my older Border Collie “Kep”, and my Jack
Russell Terrier “Ruffian”, had learned a few 'frisbee tricks' along the
way, that we included in our dog sport shows that we did at fairs.
But alas, Kep and Ruffian had grown old and we were no longer
doing the frisbee thing, and it just kind of got put on the back shelf.

But that second place plaque catapulted me into the world of disc
doggin' as a competitive sport. | was bitten by the frisbee bug! |
recognised the Skyhoundz name and remembered that | had a book
and a video produced by Peter Bloeme, the founder of Skyhoundz
and a former World Champion. | dug out the book and video and re-
acquainted myself with disc sport. Since that time Maeve has gone
on to compete in two World Championship competitions and my lit-
tle Border Collie/jrt mix, “Rowdy”, has competed in one World
Championship competition. And we are working hard to qualify for
the 2006 Worlds. (wish us luck!) Currently I am training six of my
dogs in disc sport.

There are two main categories of competition in disc sport. The
toss & fetch format is just what it sounds like. You toss and the dog
fetches. The other main category is freestyle disc. In freestyle you
combine a variety of throws, tricks, and creative catches to produce
a routine performed to music. Freestyle is where you can really start
to have some fun.

The biggest challenge in disc sport, and often the most neglected
part of the sport, is the handlers skill as a thrower. You have to learn
and practice proper throwing skills in order to do well in this sport.
And... it's only fair to your dog. Throwing badly could cause the dog
injury - you have to learn to throw well in order to throw safely.

As in all dog sports, safety is an issue that cannot be overlooked.
In disc sport it is important to teach the dog to track and catch the
disc properly so that he doesn't make dangerous or reckless leaps.
The dogs tracking/catching skill combined with the handlers throw-
ing skill, will keep the sport safe.

In Ontario we currently have two organisations under which to
compete in the sport of disc. There is the CDDA (Canadian Disc Dog
Association) and Skyhoundz. Each organisation has something to
offer and each is slightly different from the other. Competitors can
compete in both organisations or choose the one that best suits
their personal goals.

Disc Doggin'
For Fun
and Competition

As for what discs to use, the Wham-0 Fastbacks, Hyperflites, and
Hero brands are the discs of choice with most competitors. Most
organisations allow you to use the plastic disc of your choice, while
a couple specify only one brand. Fabric discs are not allowed in com-
petition - plus they don't fly very well anyway and you'll never get
much distance with a fabric disc. That being said, when starting a
dog with a very soft bite or a dog that is hesitant to grab a plastic
disc, | will often start them on a fabric disc just to get them turned
on and then switch to a plastic disc later. Beware the cheap dollar
store variety of discs though, because they are very hard and will
crack and cut your dogs mouth. So where does one get good discs?
Most disc doggers order their discs in bulk over the internet, from
places like Hyperflite, or Discover The World, or K9 Sports.com
When buying in bulk you can get discs for as little at $1.80 per disc.
Well, "what if | have a small dog?", you're probably thinking. Not a
problem, you can buy small discs for small dogs. Hyperflite makes
the K-10 Pup disc which is perfect for small dogs and allowed in
competition.

You might be wondering what kind of dog makes the best disc dog.
Well that is a hard question to answer because the sport is speckled
with dogs of all breeds and mixes of breeds. Different dogs will have
different challenges based on their structure and size, but you work
within the perameters of your dogs abilities, get creative and the
sky's the limit As for purebred vs mixed breed, disc sport does not
discriminate. There are many rescue dogs competing in disc sport,
and your local shelter is often a great place to find a superb athlete
just waiting to be discovered. My disc dogs are Border Collies, an
Australian Cattle Dog,a Border Collie/Jack Russell mix, and a Jack
Russell/Chihuahua mix. Who knows what I'll work with next!
Hmmmm... maybe I'll get that Husky going!

Disc Doggi' isa  Southern Ontario
fun sport for both .
dogs and their Disc Houndz

humans. It's great
exercise and con-
ditioning, and the
one on one time
with your dog will
surely build the
bond between you.
Why not give it a
try?
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The Athletes of Tempest Kennels

Arizona, USA
http://www.tempestkennel.homestead.com




The Athletes of
. Tempest Kennels

Arizona, USA
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Keeping Agllity Simple and Fun

www.agilityaction.com

Now available electronically and in print










- ALL BREEDS WELCOME -
UKC HERDING PROGRAM

HERDING CAPABILITY EVALUATION (HC) TITLE
The United Kennel Club will issue a Herding Capability
Evaluation certificate to an eligible dog and will permit the
use of the letters HC before the name of the dog once the
dog has been certified by two different judges to have quali-
fied by passing two licensed Herding Capability Evaluation.
Dogs may enter the Herding Capability Evaluation more than
once at a single event, provided that the Herding Capability

Evaluation class is run more than one time and under two dif-
ferent judges at the event.

Two markers or panels will be placed on the longer cen-
terline of a fenced arena about 12 feet away from the fence at
opposite ends of the arena. The time allowed for completion
of the test will be ten (10) minutes. There will be no minimum
time requirements. The dog must complete all test elements
within the time to qualify.

Stock should be free standing in the arena. The Judge, han-
dler, and dog enter the arena with the dog on lead. They may
walk around the arena with the dog on lead and go to a posi-
tion for starting the test. The judge will establish if the dog is
under control and the test may begin. The judge will then sig-
nal or instruct the handler to send the dog. The handler is to
place the dog in a down, sit or stand/stay position and take off
the lead. Testing begins when the lead is taken off. The dog
should remain in the position until released or sent. Once the
lead is removed, the handler may take any position away from
the dog and in relation to the stock.

The Judge should be in a position to be able to observe the
dog and provide verbal assistance during the test. The dog
must demonstrate controlled movement of the stock and be
under control.

The stock will make two trips up and down the arena. The

continued page 25
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UKC Herding continued from page 24

dog should take the stock to within about 10 feet of the
nearest of the two markers or panels and then, in a con-
trolled fashion, take them to within about 10 feet of the sec-
ond marker. The stock are then turned and brought back to
the first marker. They are turned again, and brought to the
2nd marker a second time. Each marker will have been
approached by the stock two times. Once the stock have
completed the 2nd trip to the second marker, the handler
should stop the dog and then recall the dog. The handler
may opt to work the dog and stock across the open ring or
along the fence line. The Judge will indicate the completion
of the test and the handler will then leash the dog and
leave the arena. The timer will give no warning of the time
remaining but will announce if the time has expired.

The elements, which must be executed,

A. A controlled pause or stop at the beginning;

B. A change in direction at or near the proper pylon while
exhibiting controlled movement of the stock;

C. A Stop

D. A recall at the conclusion of the run.

NOVICE HERDING (NH) TITLE

This test is designed to guide handlers into a knowledge of
herding activities to participate in. It gives the dog a chance
to demonstrate capability of performing herding work just
below the trial level. The United Kennel Club will issue a
Novice Herding Test certificate to an eligible dog, and will
permit the use of the letters NH before the name of a dog
that has been certified by two different Judges to have
qualified by passing two licensed Novice Herding Tests.
Dogs do not have to earn the Herding Capability Test HC,
in order to participate in Novice Herding Tests. Handlers
who are not experienced are encouraged to work in the
Herding Capability Test level first so that they may benefit
from the experience the test provides. Neither of the test
titles, HC or NH is a prerequisite for participation in herd-
ing trials.

Two panels will be placed on the longer centerline of a

fenced arena about 12 feet away from the fence at opposite
ends of the arena. In arenas where ducks are used, the pan-
els are to be placed proportionally from the end wall about 6
feet. Recommended for the NH is a 1 free-swinging gate on
the side or end of the arena for penning to stock, The time
allowed for completion of the test will be ten (10) minutes once
the lead is removed. There will be no minimum time require-
ments. The timer will give no warning of the time remaining but
will announce if the time has expired. The dog must complete
all test elements within the time to qualify.

The stock will make two figure 8 patterns around the panel
at the ends of the arena and be penned. The handler shall stop
the dog while opening the pen gate and the dog shall help in
penning the stock.

Stock should be free standing at one end of the arena. The
handler will enter the arena with the dog on lead. The Judge
will instructs the handler when to remove the lead and send
the dog. The dog should remain in the position until released
or sent. The handler may take any position relative to the dog
and stock during the course.

The dog must move the stock and be under control during
the course. The dog moves the stock around the
first panel at the end of the arena then across
the center of the arena around the second
panel. The stock is crossing the midpoint of the
longer side of the arena anytime after the panel.
The dog will then move the stock back around
the second panel. The stock will make two com-
plete figure 8 patterns around the panel before
the pen. The dog will sit, stand or down/stay
while the handler opens the pen and will help
pen the stock.

Passing the four panel is required and the dog
must demonstrate that he can hold the stock at
the pen. The test will be completed when the
gate is closed. The handler will leash the dog as
soon as the gate is closed. Once a dog has completed or
attempted to complete all the test elements it must leave the
arena. The Judge should not physically assist the handler or
the dog in controlling the livestock. The Judge may advise the
handler on how to encourage the dog to maneuver the stock
around the course.

The elements that must be executed are:

A. A Stay;

B. Controlled movement of the stock including clearing four
gates and crossing the center four times;

C. One stop while the handler opens the pen;

D. Penning stock

There is no limit on retries except as dictated by time allot-
ments and when the dogs attempts are not productive or the
stock have no forward progress. A dog can be considered as
having passed if all but one head of stock pass through the
panel and the arena wall and all are penned.
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